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Jahandar Shah and was appointed military governor of
Manikpur. He took on his staff Dayaram's son Raja
G'iridhar, On Parukhsir's rebellion Chabilaram and Raja
Giridhar, as old servants of his father Azimushan, deserted
to the pretender and gave him valuable help both in
soldiers and money. Chabilaram distinguished himself
greatly at the battle of Agra and was made viceroy of
that province and afterwards of Allahabad. On the fall of
Parukhsir the Sayads flung Raja Giridhar into prison,
He escaped and joined Chabilaram at Allahabad. There
Chabilaram died. But Raja Giridhar managed to outwit
the Sayads by corrupting the officers sent against him and
on the rebellion of Nizam-ul-Mulk was raised to the
government of Malwa. In the absence of the Nizam, Raja
Giridhar was for a time complete master of the province.
He easily overcame local disaffection, but in the end he
was unable to make head against the Marathas. As far
back as 1698 Udaji Powar had raided Malwa and camped
at Mandu. But it was not until the Rajput chiefs disgusted
at Aurangzib's treatment, invited the Marathas to free
them from the Moghuls, that the Marathas gained a
permanent footing in the province. The chief leader in
this movement was Savai Jaysing, the Maharaja of Jaypur.
An even more valuable ally they found in one Nandalal
Mandloi Chaudhari. His family were chaudharis, village
servants similar to chaugulas, in the town of Indore. It
was their special duty to guard the fords across the
Narbada river. Nandalal Chaudhari entered into a corres-
pondence with the Peshwa and between 1723 and 1724
Malharrao Holkar was through his help first able to camp
at Indore, while Udaji Powar conquered tho town and
province of Dhar* Pilaji Gaikwad next began to make
incursions from the side of Guzarat and Chimnaji Appa
also plundered the stricken province- In vain Raja
Giridhar appealed for help to Delhi. By 1729 his force
had dwindled almost to nothing and Chimnaji Appa and
Udaji Powar combined to destroy it. Raja Giridhar was